Portola and Castle Rock Foundation
Inspiring the Protection of Castle Rock and Portola Redwoods State
Parks Through Quality Educational Experiences and Infrastructure
Improvements

Fall has arrived, and there is no better time to visit Portola Redwoods and Castle Rock State Parks!
Over the past several weeks many in our community were impacted by the wildfires burning here
and elsewhere in California. We are forever grateful to all our first responders.
In this issue we introduce you to James, our Camp host at Portola. We also have an update on the
Iverson Trail work we first told you about last year. Thanks to PCRF donors and our dedicated
Parks staff, this project has been completed.
Thank you for your continued support. We hope to see you soon and while we are not able to host
our annual appreciation event this year, when we can, we will. Until then, go outside and enjoy our
Parks!

Portola Redwoods Reopens for Camping
Portola Redwoods reopened for camping and day use. We are thankful that the Park sustained only
minor fire damage. Make plans today to visit this beautiful redwood park.
Camping reservations can be made at www.reservecalifornia.com/CaliforniaWebHome/
The visitor center remains closed, and COVID-19 restrictions regarding groups and social
distancing apply.

Make a Difference Today by Joining the PCRF Board of Directors
We are actively seeking additional volunteer directors to help us accomplish great things for
Portola Redwoods and Castle Rock State Parks. Contact us at
Nominations@PortolaAndCastleRockFound.org to learn more.
Our next meeting is December 5, 2020.
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Meet James, Camp host for Portola
As many of you know our Portola Redwoods camping season was
delayed this year, but post wildfires the campsites are staying
busy and we are thrilled to have a new camp host - James. We are
very lucky to have James not only for his skills at keeping campers
happy and safe, but he is also driving the sales of firewood and a
few other essentials to help PCRF fund projects in the Parks.
James Anderson was born and raised in the San Francisco Bay area
and a lifelong California resident. Most recently he hailed from
Scotts Valley but now resides at Portola Redwoods State
Park through November 1. James' professional history
includes managing global businesses for Fortune 500
companies (i.e., Apple, Intel, Safeway, etc). James retired
in 2018 and is now pursuing Camp Host options
throughout the State. James' pride and joy are his two
German Shepherd Dogs, Mathilda Mae West, and
Fredericka Thelma Louise. If you are at Portola, please stop by, say hello and thank James for his
dedication to the Parks and the Foundation. We are very appreciative of his efforts and wish him
quiet times starting at 10:00 PM each night.

Rerouting the Iverson Trail in Portola Redwoods State Park
The Iverson trail is one of the most popular family-friendly trails in Portola Redwoods State
Park. Visitors enjoy the flora changes along the route including riparian to dry oak and
huckleberry woodland, punctuated by Douglas Fir and
redwood groves. A side branch off the trail leads to the
scenic Tip-Toe Falls, which is lovely in the spring when
wildflowers are blooming and home to little
salamanders and other interesting critters. In the
summer, the pond provides a wading pool to cool off
hot feet.
After years of use and natural erosion portions of the
Iverson trail had deteriorated. A section below Tiptoe
Falls had extensive erosion and unsafe walking
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conditions. The stream channel had redirected and
ran down the trail, forcing hikers to create alternate
routes to avoid the flow of water. To address these
problems, Parks staff decided to reroute the trail to
go higher up on the hillside. The project required
constructing two sections of interlocking steps to
quickly climb out of drainage as well as rerouting a
narrow crossing of an existing wet section so a
puncheon, a bridge without handrails, could be
installed. Three new trail signs were also installed to
direct visitors at the new trail intersections.
Portola and Castle Rock Foundation helped
to fund this Parks project with donations
from our supporters, including Big Creek
Lumber, who offered to supply the lumber
needed for the project.
The trail work started in Fall 2019. Work
stopped in the spring due to the Covid-19
restrictions, but once restrictions lifted, work
on the project resumed. The beautiful trail
was completed in June and is open for visitors to enjoy.
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Trail Bridges Replacements Planned for Castle Rock State Park
Three bridges in Castle Rock are slated for replacement. Two of the bridges are located on the
Saratoga Gap Trail and one is located on the Loghry Woods Trail. They need to be replaced to
maintain public safety and trail access. They will also be elevated and lengthened to adequately
span stream channels. Parks is also planning to repair a bench at Bridge–B1 on the Saratoga Gap
Trail.
We are actively fundraising for this project. In addition to donations from our supporters, we also
secured a $5,000 grant from California State Parks Foundation for this project.
Work is expected to begin this winter with completion by the end of Spring 2021.

Make a Difference Today – Donate
Portola and Castle Rock Foundation uses donations from supporters like you to sponsor local State
Park programs and events, including volunteer and docent training. We also make improvements
at the Parks, such as the recent replacement of the roof at the Castle Rock Interpretive Shelter and
the restoration of the Danny Hanavan trail. Donate today at www.PortolaAndCastleRockFound.org.
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