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Every donation we receive counts.  Your donations enable us to do more for Castle Rock 

and Portola Redwoods State Parks.  Our 2021 projects include funding new 

interpretive panels at both parks, bathroom & shower door replacements/installations at 

Portola Redwoods as well as supporting a Basin-Skyline trail sign survey project and 

improvements to the Portola visitor center entrance. We will also be helping fund the 

restoration project at the Amah Mutsun Meadow.  We believe these projects will enhance 

the visitor experience at both parks.  We will also be funding Parks programs for 

volunteers and backpackers.  All of this funding is made possible because we receive 

generous donations from people like you, that care about our local State Parks. 

 

Make your tax deductible donation now and long-time donors have agreed to donate $3 

for every $1 donated to Portola and Castle Rock Foundation.  Please help us earn these 

matching funds by donating during the month of December.  

 

Please help us do more by donating this month to Portola and Castle Rock Foundation. 

Send us a check, visit our website (https://portolaandcastlerockfound.org/donations/) 

or the PayPal Giving Fund (https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/110027)  

 

2020 Accomplishments 

 

Dudley's Lousewort Project 

We collaborated on a project to help the rare 

Dudley's Lousewort (DLW) with Professor Ben 

Carter of San Jose State University Botany 

Department, the California Native Plants 

Society, and the California Department of 

Parks and Recreation.  We held a survey for 

DLW at Portola Redwoods in some of its 

historic range and confirmed that it's largely 

wiped out in the areas surveyed (we only 

found one individual plant). 
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We collected seeds for experiments at San Jose State, which have improved our understanding of 

what's required to save DLW and we plan a census, additional education and outreach in 

2021.  The experiments indicate that the existing plants are healthy and producing seeds, and 

these seeds are being spread by local pollinators, but the lack of exposed soil due to build-up of 

forest debris seems to be hindering plant growth.  Additionally, while researchers found that DLW 

does better when it can tap into the roots of a large, old tree such as an established Douglas Fir, 

the experiments suggest that DLW can grow without Douglas Firs, and possibly without any large 

tree, if soil conditions are right.  

 

Iverson Trail Improvements 

 

The Iverson trail is one of the most popular family-

friendly trails in Portola Redwoods State 

Park.  Visitors enjoy the flora changes along the 

route including riparian to dry oak and huckleberry 

woodland, punctuated by Douglas Fir and redwood 

groves.  A side branch off the trail leads to the scenic 

Tip-Toe Falls, which is lovely in the spring when 

wildflowers are blooming and home to little 

salamanders and other interesting critters.  In the 

summer, the pond provides a wading pool to cool off 

hot feet. 

 

After years of use and natural erosion portions of the Iverson trail had deteriorated.  A section 

below Tiptoe Falls had extensive erosion and unsafe walking conditions. The stream channel had 

redirected and ran down the trail, forcing hikers to 

create alternate routes to avoid the flow of water. 

To address these problems, Parks staff decided to 

reroute the trail to go higher up on the hillside. The 

project required constructing two sections of 

interlocking steps to quickly climb out of drainage 

as well as rerouting a narrow crossing of an 

existing wet section so a puncheon, a bridge 

without handrails, could be installed.  Three new 

trail signs were also installed to direct visitors at 

the new trail intersections. 
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Portola and Castle Rock Foundation helped to fund this Parks project with donations from our 

supporters, including Big Creek Lumber, who offered to supply the lumber needed for the project. 

  

The trail work started in Fall 2019.  Work stopped in the spring due to the Covid-19 restrictions, 

but once restrictions lifted, work on the project resumed. The beautiful trail was completed in June 

and is open for visitors to enjoy.         

                                             
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Portola Redwoods Front Porch Renovation 

 
Phase 1 of PCRF’s renovation project of the Portola Redwoods Visitor Center front porch is nearing 

completion, with final touches expected in January 2021. The changes are designed to beautify the 

porch, which serves as park entrance, and improve its atmosphere and usefulness for visitors, staff 

and volunteers. Phase 1 features will include a new bicycle rack and four new message boards, plus 

five benches and four planter boxes milled and constructed from Portola’s own fallen redwood 

trees. PCRF has received tremendous support and contributions for this project from State Parks 

and Out of the Woods Mill and Kiln. 

 
Turn over this page for some images of the process to create the new redwood benches from trees 

that fell inside the Park. 
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Our Mission 
 

Inspire Protection of Castle Rock and Portola Redwoods State Parks through 
Quality Educational Experiences and Infrastructure Improvements 

 

Donate today at www.PortolaAndCastleRockFound.org. 

http://www.portolaandcastlerockfound.org/

