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Our mission is to inspire the protection of Castle Rock and Portola Redwoods State Parks.  We do 
that with quality education experiences and infrastructure improvements. In this issue, we share 
news about the new Portola Trail Crew and our Star Gazing event at Castle Rock.  

Eric Schmidt,  PCRF President 

 
Portola Trail Crew (it's new and you're invited!) 
 
PCRF is organizing a trail crew to help maintain the trails at Portola.  The work will include 
brushing (cutting back vegetation), tread restoration (to improve trail width), and other trail 
maintenance.  The work can be somewhat strenuous but also very much at your own pace, and is 
suitable for volunteers of all ages (volunteers under 18 must have a guardian over 18 with them 
while volunteering).  
 
We will be meeting every second Saturday from 9am to 3pm (please inform the crew leader if you 
need to leave earlier).  If you are interested, or would like to learn more, please email 
Volunteers@PortolaAndCastleRockFound.org.  There is no requirement that you work every month, 
but if you think you may be interested please make every effort to attend our inaugural training on 
August 14, 2021. 

 
View Perseids Meteor Shower from Castle Rock State Park 
 
Join us for a family friendly shooting star viewing event at Castle Rock State Park (at the main 
parking lot for the Kirkwood Entrance)! 
 
On Saturday, August 7th, from sunset to 11pm, we'll be watching the Perseids Meteor Shower, one 
of the best that can be seen in Santa Clara Valley! 
 
Please bring a blanket, camp chairs, warm clothes, and a red flashlight. We highly recommend 
bringing a thermos of warm beverages to enjoy. 
 
There will be a talk by an astronomer. 
 
Registration is required for this event. One car per registration. No RVs or campers allowed. This is 
an alcohol and smoke free event.  

Portola and Castle Rock Foundation 
 
Inspiring the Protection of Castle Rock and Portola Redwoods State 
Parks Through Quality Educational Experiences and Infrastructure 
Improvements 
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Saturday, August 7th, Sunset to 11pm 
 
Register via EventBrite here:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/perseid-shooting-stars-at-castle-
rock-state-park-tickets-163948860455 
 
Day use parking does apply for this event (payable on-site) FREE for members of the Portola and 
Castle Rock Foundation.  

 
Note: 

 if there is bad weather, this event 
will be cancelled 
 we suggest arriving by 8:30pm 
 bathrooms will be available  

 
Please: 

 dress in layers as it may be cool 
 use a red headlamp or a red 
flashlight (makes it easier to see the 
stars) 
 bring a blanket and a cushion or 
pillow, so you can lie down and look 
up at the sky for shooting stars 
 bring your own water or snacks, 
but remember to leave no trace! so 
please take any trash back with you 

 

 

 

 

Questions? Send a note to Info@PortolaAndCastleRockFound.org. 
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Please help us do more by donating to Portola and Castle Rock Foundation. Send us a 
check, visit our website (https://portolaandcastlerockfound.org/donations/) or the PayPal 
Giving Fund (https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/110027) 
 
 
Park Maintenance 
 
Portola and Castle Rock 
Foundation funded the 
supplies to sand and seal the 
picnic tables and benches at 
the Kirkwood entrance at 
Castle Rock State Park. The 
Park Maintenance Team plans 
to sand and seal the pergola as 
well. 
 
Park Maintenance Assistant 
Greg Sumter is pictured mid 
project, staining one of the 
picnic tables at the entrance, 
transforming raw wood into 
beautifully protected wood.  
 
We fund these projects with 
donations from our supporters 
to help extend the life of all of 
our resources. 
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Portola Redwoods Visitor Center Store Reopens 

 
Portola Redwoods Visitor Center Store has reopened. Make plans today to come in during your 
next visit to the Park. COVID-19 restrictions regarding groups and social distancing apply.   The 
store is generally open Thursday through Sunday. 

 
Portola Redwoods State Park 

 

Membership 
 
Help us do great things!  Become a member of Portola Castle Rock Foundation today and we will provide you 
with free detailed hiking maps of both Portola Redwoods and Castle Rock State parks. Other Membership 
benefits include a 20% discount at Portola Redwoods Visitor Center Store and an invitation to our annual 
membership and volunteer appreciation event.   
 
Learn more: portolaandcastlerockfound.org/become-a-member 


