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Summer is in Full Swing at Castle Rock & Portola Redwoods
There’s no better time to enjoy our State Parks, and we’re excited to share several upcoming
opportunities to connect with nature, volunteer, and celebrate the community that keeps
these parks thriving. Whether you join us under the stars, lend a hand in the native plant
garden, or attend our annual Appreciation Event, we hope you’ll spend part of your summer
with us at Castle Rock and Portola Redwoods.

% Volunteer Workday at Castle Rock

August 8th 2026, 9:00AM -1:00PM

Join California State Parks and PCRF for a hands-on volunteer day at Castle Rock State Park!
WEe’'ll be working in the native plant garden and may do some invasive plant removal
nearby. Come help care for the park and enjoy a day outdoors with fellow volunteers.

Sign up on Eventbrite — drop-ins welcome!

More details are available on our website (scroll to “Upcoming Events”).

Ice now available at Portola Redwoods
Visitors can now purchase filtered water and ice at the
Portola Redwoods Visitor Center — a service PCRF
invested in to improve the visitor experience and reduce
emissions from long ice-replenishment drives.

Bring your own clean container for water; use your own
container or provided bags for ice. The machine
operates late March through early November. Net
proceeds are reinvested into the park.
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Perseids Meteor Shower at Castle Rock — A Night Under the Stars
Saturday, August 15, 2026 Kirkwood Entrance, Castle Rock State Park
Join us for one of the most magical nights of the year as the Perseids Meteor Shower lights
up the sky above Castle Rock. This location offers one of the best views in the Santa Clara
Valley, making it the perfect place to experience this celestial show.
The evening includes:

e Ashort talk from a guest astronomer

e Telescopes available for viewing

e A beautiful, quiet setting under the stars

s Registration Required — Limited Parking
Each ticket reserves one car, and you may bring multiple guests if you arrive together.
Parking fills every year — early registration is essential.

==
— Registration Timeline

e PCRF Members: Early access later this month
e General Public: Opens August 1

‘ Secure Your Spot

Parking sells out every year. Becoming a PCRF member ensures early access and the best
chance to join us for this unforgettable experience.
More details are available on our website (scroll to “Upcoming Events”).
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PCRF Annual Appreciation Event

Celebrating Our Members, Donors & Volunteers
Saturday, September 26, 2026
Castle Rock State Park — Main Kirkwood Entrance

We're excited to invite you to the Portola and Castle Rock Foundation’s Annual Appreciation
Event — a special day dedicated to thanking the members, donors, and volunteers who
make our work possible.

This year, several of our nonprofit partners will be joining us to help celebrate the incredible
community that supports Castle Rock and Portola Redwoods State Parks.

=Y Event Highlights
o Guided hike through Castle Rock
o Nature talk with park experts
e Lunch provided for all invitees

? Event Details
Cost: Free Parking: $10
Weather: Bad weather will cancel

We’'ll be sharing more details in August — but for now, please save the date. We truly hope
you’ll join us for this uplifting day in the park.

Thank you for everything you do to support our mission. Your dedication keeps these parks
thriving.

Sav he Date

Septé ie}

PCRF Annual
Aplfreciati
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Why Support Kid2Parks

Watching a child experience nature for perhaps the first time, looking at ants and ant hills, hearing
the call of the acorn woodpecker and asking nonstop questions. That's a glimpse of the joy one
gets from being part of the State Park Volunteers at Castle Rock that get to accompany the
children who are part of the Kids2Parks program. Below is a thank you card one of our guests sent
to their hosts. Castle Rock is in Silicon Valley's backyard yet many of these children only get the
chance to visit thanks to Kids2Parks.

PCRF is proud to be a partner and supporter of the Kids2Parks program — a collaboration between
Friends of Santa Cruz State Parks and California State Parks and generous community donors and
local partners that brings students to local state parks and beaches. Help us bring more children to
Castle Rock or consider becoming a volunteer with State Parks so you too can experience our
natural wonders through their eyes.

Thank you Castle Rock guides! 3

Your contributions directly fund projects that improve safety, accessibility, and visitor
experiences at Castle Rock and Portola Redwoods State Parks. Become a member, join a
volunteer day, or simply enjoy the parks — your involvement makes a lasting impact.
Ways to Give
e Donate via our newly improved website. at PortolaAndCastleRockFound.org/Donations/
e PayPal: www.paypal.me/PCRFoundation
e Mail: 59 Washington St #107, Santa Clara, CA 95050
Visit our website for project updates and upcoming events: PortolaAndCastleRockFound.org
If you experience any issues donating, please contact our Treasurer
at BRivera@PortolaAndCastleRockFound.org
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